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creation, the more powerful is it. The greatest makers of
literature are those whose vision has been the widest and
whose feeling the most intense.

Creative literature does not aim at giving us thrills or
providing us with lessons. Literatures which have such aims
cannot have lasting influence. The artist does not write to
help others or influence them. He writes to relieve himself
of what is pressing in him. His work has an inevitability
about it, an organic necessity. Such literature is not written
with any moral purpose, but it will have a moral effect. It
is never antiquated. Ethical treatises or didactic poems may
not make us any the better. But works of art which are
composed without any moral objective may inspire us with a
deeper understanding and peace. Hamlet or Othello is not a
play with a moral but either of them may give us a clue to
the meaning of life. In the great domestic tragedies Shake-
speare enlists our sympathy for the victims by holding up the
mirror to life. The anguish and distraction of Hamlet are
not unexpected. Claudius and Gertrude live adulterously,
murder Hamlet's father, ascend the throne and deprive him
of his succession. Hamlet is deeply wounded by his mother's
guilt. The whole relationship of man to woman is corrupted
in his mind by his mother's perfidy. He turns to Ophelia,
condemns her-as-a predestined adulteress though there is
mrthing to. warrant it. AH womanhood has become abhorrent
to him: because it rs associated with his mother. He asks
Ophelia to. get to a-nunnery, drives her mad and brings about
her death. The resentment which the thought of his mother
evokes strikes him like a sword* "We will have no more
marriages."
Hamlet:    " Is this a prologue or the posy of a ring ? "
Ophelia:    " Tis brief, my lord/'
Hanilet:    "As woman's love."
His instinctive life is broken. His will-power is at its
end. He is unable to reason logically and thoughts whirl
through his brain. He wishes to escape from the 'cursed
spite' of revenge and love. He looks at life and at death
and wonders which is worse. " To be or not to be ?"